In truth there is no member of society, placed above destitution, whose condition is more worthy of consideration and commiseration than that of the common soldier. Frequently entrapped into the service of the public at an unwary moment, he discovers, when too late, that he has contracted an interminable bondage with a hard task-master. Neither emancipation nor advancement stimulates and rewards good conduct, while the smallest delinquencies are visited by punishments determined by an arbitrary system of laws, and too often inflicted with most injudicious severity. It might be expected that the complete abrogation of the moral judgment, and the conversion of the man into an intelligent machine, which military discipline exacts, would, at least, be compensated for by a due provision for every physical comfort, as is seen to be the case in some of the other more avowed forms of slavery. With and we fear we may be sometimes too justly reproached with coldness and indifference in this respect.
